From The Rectory
1 April 2012
Dear Parish Friends
If we flick through the pages of our classic and well worn hymnbooks,
we soon come across old familiar lines, sung for many generations by
our choirs and congregations. They are a reminder to us of the
valleys and mountain tops of faith and change experienced by hymn
writers such as George Smart (1776-1867) who wrote, ‘Through all
the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy, the praises of my
God shall still my heart and tongue employ’. Great changes took
place in his lifetime, the American Declaration of Independence was
formally signed in the year of his birth (1776) and in Great Britain the
Representation of the People Act passed in the year of his
death(1867) allowing the working man a vote for the first time.
Born in 1793 a few years after Smart Henry came Francis Lyte,
famous for the hymn ‘Abide with me’. In the verses of that hymn we
read, ‘Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; Earth's joys grow dim,
its glories pass away; Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou
who changest not, abide with me’. Both writers were highly conscious
of the changes taking place in the world of their day. Today, in our
time, significant changes are taking place in the Church and not only
within the Anglican Communion. In response to a global society
where change and decay is somewhat more rapid than in the 18th
Century, the Christian Church must re-discover it’s purpose. We
must re-discover our purpose. The Church is more than a temple, a
building; it is more than a historical or preservation society and it is
time for the Church (whatever denominational label you choose to
wear) to come out of hiding with determination and purpose,
unashamed to carry the cross and in the words of John Monsell
(1811-1875) , to ‘Fight the good fight with all thy might!’. Monsell
knew that the Christian life is easier if we remain in hiding. Be bold.
John Monsell went on to counsel us through his lyrics, ‘Faint not nor
fear, His arms are near, He changeth not, and thou art dear; Only
believe, and thou shalt see, That Christ is all in all to thee.’
Love and Prayers
Clive

CHARLES DOUGLAS HALTER (DOUG)

Doug was born in Diss Norfolk on the 15th October 1923 and spent his early
life in Norfolk. After leaving school he was called up for wartime service as a
radio mechanic in the Royal Air Force seeing service in West Africa. Whilst in
the air-force he met Coral and they married in Diss church in 1945.
In 1946 Doug obtained a post with Marconi's so they moved to Chelmsford.
Their sons Bernard and Adrian were born in 1954 and 1958. Doug and Coral
enjoyed 36 years of happy married life then, sadly, Coral was diagnosed with
cancer and died in 1981.
Doug met an old acquaintance Joyce Hills and they were married in Sandon
church in 1983. They enjoyed 8 years of happy marriage until Joyce's death in
1991.
In 2004 Doug moved to Hitchen to be close to his family. In December 2010
he fell in the snow and broke his hip. Finding himself unable to cope he
moved into a nearby care home where he quickly settled in and made new
friends.
This year he became progressively frail and died peacefully on the 2nd
February this year.
Doug was a regular worshipper at the 8.00 am Sunday service at St Andrew's
and he will always be remembered as a sincere and devout man of strong
beliefs, always willing to assist others in many ways in the
community.
--Ian Underwood

Rest Eternal give unto him, O Lord and let
Light Perpetual Shine upon him; may he Rest
in Peace and Rise to Eternal Glory.
Amen.

Cinderella by R. Hills
There is always a buzz of excitement in the hall during the 15 minutes or
so before a performance. Some people are greeting friends; some
planning their interval drinks and some of us wondering how this small
cast - of about 12 - would sustain the standard of previous productions and
allow the action to flow convincingly.
We need not have worried. If the players were nervous it didn’t show.
Conor Hicks set the standard from the start and gave an outstanding
performance as Buttons. He related well with the audience and his clear
diction and positive movements gave life to the part. Jessica Bailey , now
an experienced player, was convincing in voice and mannerisms as the
eponymous Cinderella, gaining the sympathy of the audience in this rags to
riches story. Nicola Morl and Jade Cooper - also experienced players played the roles of the Ugly Sisters in a light-hearted way and Charlotte
Dack was every inch a Prince Charming.
Scenery at SAYF is always good but this year it seemed better than ever.
A Mountainscape backdrop, realistic trees and a delightful coach all
complemented the gorgeous costumes, a testament to skill and hard work
by artist Adam Delf and a good number of production team members.
We must never overlook the supporting actors who sing and dance and
appear at just the right moments. Ella Cooper as Dandini in her ‘reversal’
role; Oliver Wagstaff as Baron Hardup and of course the appealing horse essential in many a panto.- and Emily Flack as Mother Goodheart/Good
Fairy.
Cinderella is an ancient tale, at least 16th century, and well-known by all.
The story unfolded easily in this production which was word-perfect with
excellent lighting effects and first class support from the 3-person band led
by James Tovey. We had the glass slipper which only fitted Cinderella,
an amazing ultra-violet woodland ghost scene, a happy ending, traditional
community singing and enthusiastic audience participation throughout.
That we went home happy is a testament to the hard work of the players
and the skill of the producer Peter Ellis and of the support team. Thank
you SAYF for a fun-filled evening.

Michael Puffett

