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Sandon, Butts Green and Howe Green  
Village Contacts 

Howe Green URC Minister: Revd. Jon Sermon, 601662 
Sandon Parish Council Chair: Mr Ian Wright 

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sue Dobson, 227734 
Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes 
Lane, Sandon  
CM2 7RP 

Sandon Village Hall Chair: Mr Peter Ellis, 222682 
Secretary: Mrs Judy Cecil, 224747 
Caretaker/ Bookings: Mr Steve Turner, 
471575
Hall Telephone (message facility)
471970
Treasurer: Mr Nick Bobeldijk, 471756 

Beaver Cub Leader Mrs Janet Bernardes, 476830 
Brownie Guider Mrs s. Little, 01621 840525 
Girl Guides Ms. J. Ronaldson, 07939 047987 
Cub Scout Leader Mrs J. Blake, 603155 
Group Scout Leader Mr. Neville Paul, 474891 
St Andrew’s Youth 
Fellowship

Mr Peter Ellis, 222682 

Sandon Women’s 
Institute (W.I) 

Mrs A. Harvey, 474294 

Garden & Allotment 
Assoc.  

Mrs E. Tappin, 476951 

Sports Club Mr G. Lucas (Secretary), 283730 

Church Register Entries 
Between the the 10th July 2012and the 14th August 2012 

Baptism Register 
None  

Wedding Register 
None 

Funerals, Cremations and Burials 
Monday 30th July- William Michael WREATHALL  

Sunday 5th August – Michael Harold TAPPIN 



Saint Andrew’s Parish  
Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge The Revd. Clive Ashley, The Rectory, 25 
The Lintons, Sandon, Chelmsford CM2 7UA 
Tel: 01245 243863  Email: 
cliveashley@btinternet.com

Church Wardens Mr Michael Puffett, 222066 
Mrs Janet Terry, 472997 

PCC Secretary Mr Richard Cecil, 224747 
PCC Treasurer Mr Ian Underwood, 225756 
Child Protection 
Officer 

Mrs Alison Read, 474858 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr David Farrar, 471484 
Organist Mr Ron Woods, 268304 
Flower Arranging 
Team  
Co-ordinator 

Mrs Barbara Underwood, 225756 

Bell Ringing Captain Mr Nick Tovey, 472692 
Tiny Tots Mrs Alison Read, 474858 
Magazine Editor 
(Temporary)

The Revd. Clive Ashley, as above 

Parochial Church 
Council Members 

Mr Nick Bobeldijk, Mrs Liz Bobeldijk, Mrs 
Judy Cecil, Mr David Farrar 

Regular Church  
Activities 

Sundays See front page for all services in Church 
this month 

Tuesdays  10am –Noon Coffee and Chat (St 
Andrew’s Rooms) 
7.45pm Bell ringing practice (newcomers 
welcome) 

Wednesdays 1pm – 2.30pm  Tiny Tots (St Andrew’s 
Rooms)

Fridays 7.30pm -8.30pm Choir practice – new 
comers welcome to join (St Andrew’s 
Rooms)

PAULINE PRYOR 
BEAUTY THERAPIST 
 Indian head 
 massage 
 Manicures / 
 pedicures 
 Facials / make up 
 Eye treatments 

 
01245 475477 
07979 646126 
pauline_pryor@btinternet.
com 
  

MIJAS GOLF 
COSTA DEL SOL 

Three bedroomed house to let. 
Sleeps 7 

Very comfortable 
2 bathrooms and cloakroom. 

Lovely garden 
Swimming pool 
On golf course 

Phone 01245 471242 / 226346 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Bryan  
 OPTICIANS 
 Your local family 
 practice 
 Individual care 
 and attention by 
 fully 
 qualified staff 
 Please 
 telephone: 
 01245 357766 
 33 The Meadows 
 Chelmsford  
 CM2 6FE  

 

BUSY WORLD? 
TRY  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Take time out. Relax tired muscles or 

mind....without the home. Professional 

Masseur with portable couch visits you 

in the comfort of your home 

Kevin Willmott
M.I.P.T.I.(IRMT &VTCT Dips.  
Tel: 07792 221975 (mobile) 
(01206) 331529 (messages) 
www.townandcountrymassage.co.uk

 



From the Rectory 

September 2012 

Dear Friends 

This month, I want to 
unashamedly use the words of 
Bishop Stephen as the main 
content of ‘my letter’ which is 
99% his challenge to you and I. 
 “What sort of church does God 
want us to be?  I believe he 
wants us to be a worshipping 
and a witnessing presence. He 
wants us to be a transforming 
community at the heart of the 
communities where we live and 
serve. And what is the church? 
I believe the church is simply a 
group of men and women 
whose lives have been changed 
and transformed by Christ and 
who have been brought 
together to serve the world.
That’s the kind of church God 
wants us to be and that’s the 
kind of church we want to have 
in our Diocese.  In order to do 
this we need to set some 
priorities for the future.  
The first of these will be about 
our own personal lives in 

Christ. It’s about how we inhabit 
the world in a distinctive way. The 
faith that we celebrate on Sunday, 
well we’ve got to live that and 
share that on Monday. We need to 
teach people how to pray. We need 
to think about how we inhabit the 
world. We need to live by a new set 
of values. 
Then we need to share with others 
the good things that we have 
received and this isn’t something 
we should be frightened of. Sharing 
good news is something that we do 
in our everyday lives all the time.  
If your team wins at football , if 
you read a good book, see a good 
film , if a new child is born into 
your family – you tell people. It’s 
the most natural thing to do. We 
need to tell the story of what God 
has done in Jesus Christ.  We also 
need to face the hard question, that 
if we find it, you know, impossibly 
difficult to ever tell anyone 
anything about our Christian faith, 
then maybe it’s because we haven’t 
yet received it as good news for our 
lives.  So how we inhabit the world, 
how we worship and pray, and the 
values we live by, these will 
overflow into the way we live and 
serve and share our faith with 
others.  
As Christian communities we need 
to be accountable for this. We need 
to recognise that God does have a 
purpose for his church, that there 
are things he wants us to be doing 
to make Christ known in the world, 
and I hope that more and more we 
will hold ourselves mutually 

Thomsons
established 1959 

Television  Video   
and Hi-Fi 

AUTHORISED DEALER
for

  MITSUBISHI À JVC À
PANASONIC À SONY 

TOSHIBA À  KENWOOD  À
TECHNICS À ROBERTS À

PACE 
SALES + SERVICE + 

RENTALS 
2 High Street, Great Baddow, 

Essex
CM2 7HQ 

TEL: 01245 471465 
FAX: 01245 477528 

Bakers
FUNERAL SERVICE 

AND  

MEMORIAL MASONS 
EST. 1878 

An independent Company 
Owned by local people offering a 
Professional, Caring & Dignified 

Service 24 hours a day 

Contact Andrew Cranvey at: 
Eves Corner Danbury 

Tel: 01245 221100 
Arrangements made at home if required 

Amanda Miles BSc 
(Hons) Ost 
Osteopath 

Registered with the General 
Osteopathic Council 

Member of the British Osteopathic 
Association 

Osteopathy is a gentle form of 
musculoskeletal treatment that can 

help with: 
· muscle & joint pain, tendon 

strains & ligament sprains 
· nerve pain including sciatica 

· arthritic pain 
· headaches caused by neck 

problems 
· postural, work related pain 

Flexible appointment times 
including evenings: on site 

parking
Most private health insurances 

accepted 
Ultrasound & Acupuncture 

available 
9 Oaklea Avenue, Chelmsford, 

Essex CM2 6BY 
Tel: 01245 260320 

The advantage of a bad 
memory is that one 
enjoys several times 
the same good things 
for the first time. 
Friedrich Nietzsche



A family business established 
three generations ago for 

personal service 

T.PENNACK & 
SONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
1-3 Maldon Road 

Great Baddow 
CM2 7DW 

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE 
ANYTIME 

PHONE 
01245 471157 

or 473005 [night] 

National Association of Funeral 
Directors 

 
 

Fiona English (Kirkwood) 
M.S.S.Ch, M.B.Ch.A 

Visiting 
Chiropodist 

Home visits  
for an appointment 
please telephone 

01245 400219 
07921 711412 

 

 

Phil’ll Fix It 
Painting & Decorating 
Plumbing, Flat packs 
Small building works 

General Handyman Services 
Tel: 01245 463402 

Mob: 07907 577450 
Email: pcl1254@hotmail.co.uk 

 

C.K.K.J Boiler 
Services

Charley Farrugia 
Tel: 01245 362422 

Mobile: 07772 142573 
 

 
Lee Reynolds
MSSCh MBChA 

Qualified surgical chiropodist 

Surgery and home visits 

Chelmsford and surrounding areas 

Reductions for senior citizens 

Tel: 01245 601040 

Cheerfulness, it would appear, is a 
matter which depends fully as 

much on the state of things within, 
as on the state of things without and 

around us. 
Charlotte Bronte 

accountable for the things of 
the gospel which God has asked 
us to do. ‘As the Father sent 
me’ says Jesus ‘so I am sending 
you’. We are the means 
whereby God in Jesus Christ 
wants to make his love known 
in the world. We exist because 
of God’s transforming presence 
and now he asks us to be a 
transforming presence in the 
communities where we live and 
where we must serve.  
Finally in order to become this 
sort of worshipping , 
witnessing, transforming 
church we need to think about 
what sort of ministry and 
leadership we need.  
This is going to mean change 
for our church. 47% of our 
clergy are probably going to 
retire in the next 10 years so 
whether we like it or not things 
are going to be different, but we 
can be the masters of this 
change. We can recognise that 
our clergy will need to be more 
episcopal, they’ll need to have 
oversight strategically of the 
areas where they work.  We 
need a huge proliferation of 
authorised lay ministry and 
ordained ministry. We need to 
know that every single one of 
us, because of what God has 
done in Jesus Christ, are called 
to ministry, we are called to 
love God and to witness to 
Christ in our daily lives. In this 
way I believe our Diocese can 
flourish and can grow.  

God wants us to be a church 
centred on Jesus and which is 
sharing his love in the world and if 
we can get behind these 4 priorities, 
then over the next (its going to take 
a while) over the next 10 to 15 
years I think we can become more 
fully the church that God wants us 
to be.” 

In October, eight people from 
Sandon Parish Church will be 
participating in a one day workshop 
with representatives from the 
parishes of Little Baddow, 
Boreham, East Hanningfield, 
Bicknacre, Woodham Ferrers and 
South Woodham Ferrers, together 
we will pray and work together on 
how to take up the Bishop’s 
challenge, which is the challenge of 
the Gospel. 

Love and best wishes 
Clive

The Revd Clive A. Ashley, Priest in Charge St Andrew’s, 
Sandon  and St Mary the Virgin, Little Baddow 
The Rectory, 25 The Lintons, Sandon,  Chelmsford, 
Essex CM2 7UA  Tel (01245) 243863     
Email cliveashley@btinternet.com

PINTS OF VIEW 
3rd September 

8pm @ The Generals 
Little Baddow 



Church Services  
September 2012 
St. Mary’s, Little Baddow 
and St. Andrew’s, Sandon 
 
Sunday 2nd September  
13

th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
09.15 Parish Eucharist [LB] 
11.00 Parish Eucharist [S] 
Monday 3rd  
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St 
 Andrew’s, Little Baddow] 
Tuesday  4th    
09.15 Holy Communion [S] 
Wednesday 5th  
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S] 
Thursday 6th  
08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group 

 Morning Prayer 
 [Boreham Parish Church] 
10.00 Holy Communion at [St Mary’s, 
 LB]  
Sunday 9th September 
14

th SUNDAY after TRINITY  
08.00 Holy Communion (1662) [S] 
09.15 Parish Eucharist [S] 
11.00 Parish Eucharist LB] 
18.30 United Evening Worship [St 
 Mary’s, LB] 
Monday 10

th  
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St 
 Andrew’s Chapel, Little 
 Baddow] 
Tuesday 11

th    
09.15 Holy Communion [S] 
Wednesday 12

th  
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S] 
Thursday 13

th     
08.30  Chelmer Crouch Group 

 Morning Prayer [S] 
10.00 Holy Communion at 1 Pledgers, 
 High Pastures[LB] 
Sunday 16

th  
15

th SUNDAY after TRINITY 
08.00 Holy Communion (1662) [LB] 
09.15 Family Service  [LB] 
11.00 Messy Church [S] 
Monday 17

th     
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St 
 Andrew’s, Little Baddow] 
Tuesday 18

th    

09.15 Holy Communion [S] 
Wednesday 19

th     
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S] 
Thursday 20

th   
08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group 
 Morning Prayer [South Woodham 
 Ferrers Parish Church] 
10.00 House Communion at Hen Cottage, 
 North Hill [LB] 
Sunday 23

rd     
16

th SUNDAY after TRINITY /HARVEST  in LITTLE 
BADDOW 
09.15 Jubilate Eucharist [S] 
11.00 United Harvest Thanksgiving  
 [URCπLB] 
12.30 Baptism [LB] 
18.30 Evensong [LB] 
Monday 24

th   
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St 
 Andrew’s, Little Baddow] 
Tuesday 25

th     
09.15 Holy Communion [S] 
Wednesday 26

th      
09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St 
 Andrew’s, Sandon] 
Thursday 27

th  
08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group 
 Morning Prayer  [LB] 
10.00 House Communion at Joyces Corner, 
 Spring Elms Lane [LB] 
Sunday 30

th  September 
17

th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY / HARVEST in 
SANDON 
10.00 ‘Come Together’ Harvest 
 Thanksgiving  Eucharist [S]  
 * Launching the ‘Shoebox’ Appeal 
 [S] = Sandon Parish Church 
[LB] = Little Baddow Parish Church 
[LBπURC] = Little Baddow United Reformed 
Church Chapel 

Please Note 
Services listed as taking place in St 

Mary’s 
Due to forthcoming repairs to St Mary’s Church 
roof,  we will probably be holding  our Sunday 

services in St Andrew’s Room, North Hill.  Please 
keep an eye on the Church Website and Church 

notice boards which will tell you where and 
when the services will be taking place. 

  

 

SALT 
Written by Jean Elliott 

It’s very hard to sum up 
three years of SALT and all 
that it’s meant, in a few 
words, but I will try! Most of 
all, I want to say what a very 
special three years it has 
been. One way and another 
at least eighty people of all 
ages have been part of 
SALT, and they would all 
have a different story to tell. 
Here are some of the 
‘favourite moments’ which 
people shared at the last 
SALT of term ~ 

‘The wedding at Cana’, 
‘Shadow puppets’, ‘The 
Blessing Song’, ‘Tee-shirt 
decorating’, ‘Being with 
Jesus’, ‘Learning new 
things’, ‘The Noah’s ark 
umbrellas’, ‘Sharing and 
being kind’, ‘Face packs and 
cucumber slices’, ‘Singing 
together’, ‘Newspaper 
armour of God’, ‘Toast’, ‘All 
the people knitting for us’, 
‘The Bible stories’, ‘Making 
special friends’, ‘Oscar’s 
beautiful painting of a king’, 
‘Doughnuts on strings’, 
‘Godly Play ~ the Precious 
Pearl’, ‘Going to Anthony’s 
grandma’s for a swim’, 

‘Flour cake’, ‘Dressing up’, 
‘knitting a blanket’, ‘Decorating 
a mirror and knowing I’m 
special’, ‘Activities about Paul’, 
‘The art’, ‘Food and drink’. 

SALT has been ‘Food and 
drink’ to us ~ not only the 
delicious cakes, biscuits, toast, 
crumpets and fruit we’ve 
enjoyed each week, but part of 
our Spiritual food as well as God 
has nourished us and nurtured 
us. Now it’s time to move on to 
new things, but I pray that God 
will keep us hungry and thirsty 
to get to know Him more and 
more as we trust and follow our 
Saviour and Friend, Jesus, ‘The 
Bread of life,’ each day. 

It’s time for SALT to end, but 
‘Messy Church’, once a month, 
on a Sunday morning, has 
begun. That’s very good news! 
Don’t forget to support it, be 
part of it and invite people along 
to it. I pray that it will grow and 
flourish and that God will 
continue to do more than we can 
ask or imagine, for His glory. 

In the words of a favourite 
SALT song, ‘The love of God is 
the super-glue that keeps this 
family strong’.  

God bless you! It’s been brilliant 
to get to know you all.  



Monday 17th September 
11.30am – 2pm
St Martin’s Square, Basildon 
(TBC)
Come and take a look at the 
exhibition on board the bus 
and find out more about Tax 
Justice.

3.30pm – 5pm 
Backnang Square, 
Chelmsford, CM2 6FA
Come and take a look at the 
exhibition on board the bus 
and find out more about Tax 
Justice.

6.30pm – 8.30pm
Opposite Town Hall, High 
Street, Colchester 
Drop in to look at the 
exhibition from 6.30pm and 
then join us for a short 
service at Colchester Baptist 
Church (Eld Lane, CO1 
1LS) at 7.30pm with time for 
prayer and reflection.  

According to Church Action 
on Poverty, tax dodging is 
big business in the UK.  
Government figures show 
that £35 billion is lost every 
year to tax dodging - more 
than the amount the 
Government is cutting from 
public services.  
Christian Aid estimates 
corporate tax dodging costs 

developing nations at least $160 
billion annually, that’s one and a 
half times the global aid budget.  
Christian Aid and Church 
Action on Poverty are asking 
people to sign a postcard, or an 
online petition, calling on David 
Cameron to use his global 
leadership to end financial 
secrecy so that tax dodgers have 
nowhere to hide.
For Christians who want to 
support people in the world's 
poorest countries, but also help 
with the poverty they see on 
their doorstep, the Tax Justice 
Bus tour presents an opportunity 
to do both.  Tax dodging is a 
global problem, and tackling it 
would have benefits for 
everyone. So step aboard the 
Tax Justice Bus, follow 
@taxbus2012 on Twitter or visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk/tax-bus 

For information about the 
route or to let Christian Aid 
know that you are planning to 
come along please contact 
Rosie Venner (Regional 
Coordinator) on 020 7523 2363 
or email rvenner@christian-
aid.org.

Education is a progressive 
discovery of our own ignorance

Recipe of the 
Month

COURGETTE BAKE 

Grate 350g courgettes.   
Chop 1 onion and 3 pieces of 
bacon.
Combine these with 1 cup 
grated cheese,  
1 cup S.R. Flour,  
1/2 cup oil,  
5 beaten eggs,  
salt and pepper. 

Grease a 16cm x 25cm tray. 

Pour into the tray and bake at 
175/200C for 30 to 40 mins. 

Delicious served with a 
fresh salad. 
Any left over can be eaten 
cold for lunch the next day. 

Get cooking……… 

Report from Sandon 
Parish Council  

July 2012 

This is the first report from 
the parish council for 

inclusion in the parish magazine; 
it is our intention to keep this 
going monthly to let people 
know what is going on.  All this 
information is available from the 
minutes of the meetings which 
are published on our website at 
www.sandon.info although 
please note that copies will 
always be a month behind as 
they are only published once 
they have been approved at the 
following meeting. 
Current projects include the 
Affordable Housing project; 
residents may remember a 
housing survey being distributed 
by RCCE and this has moved on 
to the stage where they are 
trying to locate suitable land 
adjacent to the village. Residents 
with children will also have 
received their ‘Jubilee mugs’ 
which were donated by the 
parish council and several 
residents have also purchased 
them.  We have received many 
notes of thanks for these and it is 
good to know that they were 
appreciated. 
The age-old problem of parking 
in roads around the village, 
much of it inconsiderate, has 
been brought to the spotlight 
once again and councillors have 
been actively discussing with 
both Essex and Chelmsford 
councils to try and resolve this.  



Following a review of the 
parish council’s assets, it 
came to light that the roof on 
the bus shelter in the village 
was made of asbestos.  We 
arranged for it to be tested 
for safety and although its 
safety was confirmed, we 
took the decision to have the 
roof removed and replaced 
with a non-asbestos material 
which was completed on 2nd

August.  Unfortunately the 
curved profile is no longer 
available, but the roof now 
should last for a good many 
years. 
Many residents received 
details from the Chelmsford 
Gospel Hall Trust regarding 
their plans for their site and 
several people attended two 
open evenings held at their 
current hall.  We understand 
a planning application will 
be lodged later in the year. 
Highways matters continue 
to dominate discussions 
within the parish council and 
although there are several 
matters outstanding, some of 
them from two or more years 
ago, some of the major 
potholes have been repaired 
and most recently some of 
the local roads are being ‘top 
dressed’.  We will continue 
to pursue these and new 
issues despite the difficulty 

in communicating with the 
highways office. 
Our meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month 
and parishioners are very 
welcome to attend.  The parish 
office is manned normally on a 
Monday and Thursday morning 
although an answerphone is 
always available; emails are 
picked up on a regular basis too 
– a reminder of our address: 
parishclerk@sandon.info.  We 
will be pleased to hear from you. 

Sue Dobson, Parish Clerk 

THE LAUGHTER 
LIBRARY

A teenage boy had just passed 
his driving test and inquired of 
his father as to when they could 
discuss his use of the car.  

His father said he'd make a deal 
with his son, "You bring your 
grades up from a C to a B 
average, study your Bible a 
little, and get your hair cut.  
Then we'll talk about the car."  

and with knowledge and 
experience!) 
 Next, my other half 
Christine took up the 
gardening ‘baton’ by helping 
out in the Sunday Sandon 
Garden and Allotment 
Association Shop (facing the 
allotments), where with other 
volunteers, they sell 
everything from ‘slug 
pellets’ to ‘liquid fertilizer’ 
in take- your- own bottles! ( 
Christine Farrar and Coral 
Mann  are pictured here 
sunbathing on a Sunday 
morning in the shop!) 

Seriously though –the 
Sandon Garden and 
Allotment Association are 
looking keenly for new and 
old members to come along 
and buy garden and 
allotment materials any time 
between 10 a.m. and 12 noon 
on a Sunday. The shop and a 
warm welcome are 
guaranteed every Sunday 
morning through Spring , 
Summer and Autumn . 

Membership is only £1-50 ( for 
seniors) per year and this small 
fee enables one to hire any of the 
equipment and buy stuff at 
competitive rates. Also the 
Society organises day trips to 
places such as Audley End, 
Wisley, Bressingham and 
Waddeston Hall for example, 
which are great fun!! For more 
information please contact any 
of the following: 
Coral Mann on 472504, 
Christine Farrar 471484, or 
Genda Wright, 476523. 

David Farrar 

all aboard for Tax 
Justice
Christian Aid and Church 
Action on Poverty will be 
touring the UK and Ireland in 
the Tax Justice Bus, a bright red 
double decker, for 53 days this 
autumn to share the message of 
tax injustice with churches 
across the country.  
The Bus will be arriving in 
Essex on Monday 17th

September and all are welcome 
to the following events:  



changed and had been quite 
inspiring being a fool for 
Christ! 
Thank you, Roy Smith for 
dropping off Ted. All, please 
say if you have another task 
for him! 

Come, join,sing 
enjoy

the gospel

choir
Sandon Parish 

Church
8pm-9.30pm

 
CM2 7RQ 

further details 
available from:   

The Revd Clive 
Ashley (01245) 

243863

It is absurd to divide 
people into good and 
bad.  People are either 
charming or tedious.  
~Oscar Wilde

A Few Jots on the 
Local Sandon 
Garden and 
Allotment 

Association.
Looking back to 1992 some 20 
years ago I was reminded that 
the late Michael Wreathal used 
to look after all of the Society’s 
Accounts and I with John 
Goodson for many years did the 
Annual Audit! Our reward for a 
whole evening sweating over the 
‘Gardening Shop’ figures was 
just a can of lager – well maybe 
two cans! 
 Some few years earlier, 
even though I really had no 
spare time I had taken up one of 
the spare allotments at the end of 
Hall Lane and with zero 
experience set out to generate 
family self-sufficiency in 
vegetables! The idea was 
wonderful but I had not 
considered freezing hard ground, 
waterlogged soils, interminable 
weeds and a bad back! My 
enthusiasm lasted only a few 
seasons until I happily gave back 
the ‘unworkable’ piece of 
ground back to the Authorities.( 
I see that now it is a great 
looking allotment done by 
someone in complete retirement 

The boy thought about that 
for a moment, decided he'd 
settle for the offer, and they 
agreed on it.
After about six weeks his 
father said, "Son, you've 
brought your grades up and 
I've observed that you have 
been studying your Bible, 
but I'm disappointed you 
haven't had your hair cut."
The boy said, "You know, 
Dad, I've been thinking 
about that, and I've noticed 
in my studies of the Bible 
that Samson had long hair, 
John the Baptist had long 
hair, Moses had long hair, 
and there's even strong 
evidence that Jesus had long 
hair."
(You're going to love the 
Dad's reply!)  

"Did you also notice they all 
walked everywhere they 
went?"

Several years ago, Mike was 
sentenced to prison. During 
his stay, he got along well 
with the guards and all his 
fellow inmates. The warden 
saw that deep down, Mike 
was a good person and made 
arrangements for Mike to 
learn a trade while doing his 

time. After three years, Mike 
was recognized as one of the 
best carpenters in the local area. 
Often he would be given a 
weekend pass to do odd jobs for 
the citizens of the community, 
and he always reported back to 
prison before Sunday night was 
over.

The warden was thinking of 
remodelling his kitchen and in 
fact had done much of the work 
himself. But he lacked the skills 
to build a set of kitchen 
cupboards and a large 
countertop which he had 
promised his wife. So he called 
Mike into his office and asked 
him to complete the job for him. 

But, alas, Mike refused. He told 
the warden, "Gosh, I'd really like 
to help you but counter fitting is 
what got me into prison in the 
first place".  

An Outing to 
Audley End

On one of those days when the 
weather cannot make up its 



mind, the Sandon 
Horticultural Society had its 
June outing to Audley End. I 
have been to many concerts 
in the grounds but had never 
been in the house.Nik, my 
son, and I, (on one of our 
mother and son bonding 
days) were really looking 
forward to it. We had a short 
stop at Saffron Walden for 
coffee and a look round the 
town. A chance for me to 
embarrass Nik at a retro-
fayre, by buying a knitted tea 
cosy (I think it is every 
mothers duty to embarrass 
their children at every 
opportunity).
We arrived at Audley End 
just before lunch and decided 
to look round the lovely 
gardens designed by 
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown 
including the Victorian, 
walled and organic gardens. 
After a picnic lunch we went 
to look round the house.Nik 
and I both love ornate 
carving and we were not 
disappointed, but our great 
love is books, so the library 
was of special interest and 
with 6000 books I could see 
myself sitting in the bay 
window overlooking the 
Parterre gardens, reading for 
most of the day, but if I had 
live there, I would, befitting 

my station in life, been a lady of 
leisure. After that our interest 
was rather divided, as I liked the 
Chapel and Nik preferred the 
stuffed birds. The service wing 
was of particular interest to us as 
my grandmother was in service 
at Audley End until she was 
married, at the turn of the 20th 
century, and I still have some of 
the dinner service that was given 
to her as a present. 
We thoroughly enjoyed our day 
out and seeing old friends on the 
coach. The Horticultural Society 
outings have been enjoyed by so 
many people, that I hope they 
may continue. Thank you to all 
the people who have organised 
these outings over the years. 

Christine Mennie 

2012 Ride & Stride 

Saturday 8th 

September

This national event was started 
by the Suffolk Historic Churches 
Trust and Essex joined it in 
1983.  Nowadays over 30 
counties take part on the second 

tabard and cap offering 
assistance and conversation 
to those whom we met as 
one of a number of Christian 
responses organised by More 
Than Gold, a Christian 
charitable trust established in 
2008 with Lord Brian 
Mawhinney as chair. There 
were about 300 Games 
Pastors with about 50 on 
patrol around the mainline 
stations in London and I 
believe in some other places 
too at any time of the day. 
During that time I met 
amongst others, a couple of 
retired GPs and a retired 
teacher, all street pastors in 
Colchester as well as a 
retired minster from 
Chigwell, a retired railway 
signalling engineer. We saw 
around the Tower of London 
and across to Tower Bridge 
with its Olympics rings. At 
Liverpool Street I bumped 
into my cousin with his wife 
and a friend on their way to 
the beach volley ball final. 
We saw the ‘video’ display 
on the side of Boris’ offices. 
And we were able to help a 
number of people in a 
variety of ways.
But I got a heavy cold and 
rang in ‘sick’ on a couple of 
days so when I had to leave 
exploring where Ted had 

come from to do my last session 
I was not feeling marvellously 
well. I was unsure how I would 
feel when I got to London. Then 
someone else said they had had 
a good time sitting down and 
were able to relate to others 
well. That seemed better than 
walking around and makes 
looking a people in the eye 
easier for me. 
So sat I did and told people 
about Ted. Everyone I told 
began to smile. Some people had 
very unpromising expressions to 
begin with but they all smiled at 
Ted’s unexplained arrival. And 
then I said that perhaps God had 
left Ted and was telling me that 
He loved me. And of course God 
loved the person I was talking to 
too. That led to conversations 
about why we are here and, 
despite previous attempts, did 
not need to finish ourselves off, 
about music in various parts of 
the world, and about how the 
Christian view of the Trinity as 
the Godhead provide not only a 
model person for us but also 
models relationships too. The 
last was with Muslims breaking 
their fast of the day for 
Ramadan. 
And the person who sat next to 
me on the bus as we went to the 
briefing on that day said that the 
person he had sat next to had 



meeting closed with prayers 
at 9.45. 
We always welcome 
suggested items for 
discussion which can be sent 
to the Secretary or to one of 
the churchwardens.  The 
next meeting will be held in 
September with an interim 
Standing Committee meeting 
during August. 

Michael Puffett 
Churchwarden 

Ted’s Message 
By Richard Cecil 

On Thursday 9th August I 
cycled back from the 
Arnold’s with whom I had 
had coffee (and 2 pieces of 
Narelle’s lovely fruit cake) 
and there on our front door 
step was a very large teddy 
bear. I looked to see if there 
was a card or note with it to 
say where it had come from. 
Nothing and nothing through 
the letter box either. So I 

took it in and stood him in our 
hallway and removed the large 
plastic bag covering him. Ah 
there is a clue here perhaps – it 
had ‘The Woodworking Dust 
Control Co Ltd’ written on the 
bag. Ted is big. When he stands 
up straight he is a full 3’ 92” tall. 
And what is he carrying? As the 
bag comes off there is a crimson 
red heart about a foot across 
with ‘I Love You’ emblazoned 
across it in embroidery. 
So who would send this to Judy 
and me? Well maybe Judy had 
sent it to me. So I decided to test 
this hypothesis and rang her at 
work. “Judy,” I said, “do you
love me?” “Yes, of course.” She 
replied, quizzically obviously 
wondering why such a question 
should be posed. When I 
explained she suggested that Ted 
might be for the neighbours who 
had a wedding anniversary 
coming shortly. I was concerned 
that Ted’s love had gone astray. 
I knew that the Sweetings were 
out but the Arnolds were not and 
might, in due course, be able to 
say if there had been a mistake. 
So when Narelle answered the 
phone I asked, “Do you love 
me?” Well she does but she 
hadn’t sent it but would keep her 
ears to the ground. 
Over the period of the Olympics 
I had volunteered to be a Games 
Pastor dressed in a light blue 

Saturday each September 
from 10.00am – 6.00pm.  
The best part is that you can 
choose your own itinerary, 
visiting the places that you 
want, because there is no set 
route.  As it is a national 
event, churches will be 
taking part in our 
neighbouring counties if you 
need to cross boundaries.
(See their websites in our 
Links section.) 

Everyone can join in and 
everyone does.  Participants 
are sponsored for the number 
of places of worship they 
visit on the day, and people 
are very imaginative:  one 
family sailed to the churches 
on the banks of the River 
Blackwater; another year a 
group from Chadwell Heath 
raised money on their 
exercise bikes; whilst a 
Brentwood choir quartet, 
known as the Song Cycle, 
sings a motet in every church 
they visit.  You can also be 
sponsored for stewarding 
your local church and 
welcoming riders and 
striders.

The annual sponsored Ride 
& Stride is the main fund-
raiser for the FECT.  Half of 
the money raised goes to the 

church or chapel of your choice, 
and the other half is credited to 
the FECT grants fund.  Ride & 
Stride day is a special Open Day 
for churches throughout the 
UK:  it is a wonderful way to 
visit churches which might 
otherwise be closed and the 
event usually coincides with 
Heritage Open Days. 

To take part in the Ride & Stride 
this September you can 
download a Sponsorship Form, 
List of Churches and Chapels 
and Remittance Form or create 
your own fundraising page on 
Justgiving straight away.   

It doesn’t matter if you raise £2, 
£20 or £200.  Every penny 
raised means you will help to 
save and protect our unique 
heritage. 

For further information, please 
contact
Fiona Nelmes 
fionanelmes@lineone.net 
01245 380365 

from the Maths 
teacher’s desk… 
“I would like to be an 

accountant but you got t’ 
know a lot about moths” 



Summer
Family BBQ 

Sunday 2nd September 
12.30p.m - 4.30 p.m. 

All Welcome 
ST. ANDREW’S 

CHURCHYARD GROUNDS, 
SANDON. 

BBQ FARE, SALADS ETC. 

BRING YOUR OWN 
DRINKS CHAIRS AND 
PICNIC EQUIPMENT. 

TICKETS FROM DAVID 
FARRAR (471484), 

CHRISTINE 
MENNIE(281305) OR ON 

THE GATE. 
ADULTS £5, CHILDREN £3

COFFEE MORNING 

I am holding a coffee morning on 
Friday 12th October in the St. 
Andrew’s Room.  My daughters 
Vicki and Charlotte are running a 
half marathon to help raise funds 
for The Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital and need to 
raise £400 each so I thought I 
would give them a helping hand.  
So please come along between 
10am and 12pm and enjoy some 
delicious cakes a bit of a natter and 
also a raffle.   
Liz Bobeldijk 

From the  
EDITOR’S DESK 
Quite obvious changes have 
taken hold of the Parish 
Magazine in recent months and 
although the magazine is quite 
blatantly the Parish Church 
Magazine, this is conveyed 
through the imagery and content, 
I would hope that it might 
develop into a stronger voice in 
the parish and means by which 

Celia Imrie and Ronald 
Pickup), retirement takes an 
unconventional turn when 
they abandon their 
homeland, enticed by 
advertisements for 'THE 
BEST EXOTIC 
MARIGOLD HOTEL', a 
seemingly luxurious 
sanctuary for the elderly and 
beautiful in Jaipur, India. On 
arrival, they discover that the 
hotel falls somewhat short of 
the romantic idyll promised 
in the brochure, but they are 
gradually won over by the 
ever-optimistic young 
manager Sonny (Dev Patel), 
and embark on a new 
adventure, finding that life 
can begin again when you let 
go of the past.  

Future shows will include 
THE IRON LADY and  
MIRACLE ON 34STREET 

Feel free to bring your own 
refreshments and glasses. 
Tickets are priced at £5.00 
for adults, £3 for children.  

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm 
start. 

Book on the phone or pay on 
the door. 
Contact Judy 224747, Julie 
475976 or Narelle 223536 

Proceeds towards the Village 
Hall improvement fund 

 

PCC Notes 
On July 9th the members met at 
7.30 and discussed a series of 
items ranging from the routine to 
the weighty.  
A long time was spent 
considering the Bishop’s paper 
‘Transforming Presence’ 
(Copies can be seen on the 
church bench).    This is an 
important document and needs a 
thoughtful response. 
We also considered the church’s 
contributions to the Kenya 
scheme.    We have agreed to 
pay a modest monthly sum for 
the next five years to replace the 
rather haphazard charitable 
donations that we have hitherto 
made.
The routine matters discussed 
included finance, the cover 
design and content of the 
magazine, child protection 
policy, the fire plan, kitchen 
registration and hygiene, 
churchyard trees and progress 
with the proposed church sound 
enhancement system. 
There was some discussion of 
the Diocesan proposal to create a 
new Archdeaconry which was 
generally welcomed, and the 



Perhaps some mention 
should be made though 
(given the provenance of the 
choir) of the singing of 'The 
Policeman's Song' by David 
Hylands, the choir's 
Chairman. He has a fine 
voice and it was well suited 
to this solo item. Maybe a 
policeman's lot is not a 
happy one (according to the 
song) but they gave the rest 
of us non-policemen (and 
women) a very happy 
evening – not forgetting the 
enjoyable refreshments at 
half time. Thank you to those 
responsible and who made it 
all happen.  

If the Choir makes a return 
match in the future, don't 
miss it.  

In the meantime, I 
understand the Rector is 
looking for a helmet....         

SANDON VILLAGE 
HALL FILM NIGHT! 

Saturday 6th October 
2012

Come along to our opening night at 
Sandon Village Hall for our first 
film on Saturday 6th October 2012. 
Your local night out, with no 
parking fees, and no driving into 
town. 
Have a drink, watch a film and 
walk home. It’s what living in a 
village is all about. The first film 
we will be showing is 

THE BEST 
EXOTIC

MARIGOLD
HOTEL
Certificate 12A 

For a disparate group of English 
pensioners (Judi Dench, Bill 
Nighy, Maggie Smith, Tom 
Wilkinson, Penelope Wilton, 

we hear one another’s 
concerns and news. 
Undoubtedly it is a means 
for the local church to ‘get 
it’s message across’ but it 
could also become a useful 
tool for communicating 
across the communities of 
Sandon, Howe Green and 
Butts Green.  Please think 
about how interest groups in 
the Parish might use the 
magazine and if you might 
like to talk to me about 
submitting an article or a 
regular column for 
publication. DEADLINE is 
midday on the 10th of the 
month.   

ST ANDREW’S 
YOUTH 

FELLOWSHIP,
SANDON

July 2012                                        
www.sayfsandon.webs.com 

FIRST CLUB NIGHT- 
Tuesday 4th September  (15 

week term)
SUBS PAYABLE ON 
FIRST NIGHT - £10 
per member for the 

term

(CLOSED FOR HALF TERM 
– 29 October) 

PRESENTATION EVENING 
– 3 July 

The evening was well attended 
with around 65 enjoying the 
entertainment provided by club 
members, Jessica Bailey, Emily 
Flack, Chelsea-Ann Prichard, 
Conor Hicks and singing/guitar 
playing by Rev Clive Ashley.  
We also had super refreshments 
including strawberries and 
cream.  We were disappointed 
that some members chose NOT 
to attend and therefore missed 
out on presentation of their 
Membership Cards by Sandon 
Parish Council Youth 
Representative, Ron Robbin-
Coker.  The Chairman of 
Sandon Parish Council, Ian 
Wright presented Jack Petchey 
awards.  The NODA drama 
awards were presented by St 
Andrew’s Churchwarden, Janet 
Terry.  Rev Clive Ashley gave 
medallions to all Cast members 
for recognition of good 
performances in Cinderella.  
The Ellis Trophy for best 
performance in the 2012 
pantomime was  given by 
Heather Tovey and Dawn Dack  
(2 ex ‘Ellis’ girls who originally 
gave the Trophy to SAYF) to a 
well-deserving Conor Hicks for 



his outstanding performance 
as Buttons in Cinderella.  

OUTING TO WALTON-
ON-NAZE – 14 July 

Rain, rain, go away!  For the 
second year running we sat 
on Walton beach in the rain 
or SEA SPRAY as we were 
trying to pretend it was!
However, everyone managed 
to swim in the sea, play on 
the sand, dig enormous holes 
and build sand castles in the 
gloom before the heavy rain 
started.  We then all went 
over to the indoor swimming 
pool and spent the afternoon 
there. By unanimous 
agreement we left Walton an 
hour early.  Most members 
seemed to have a good time 
despite the weather.  We 
must say that only 50% of 
the coach was full and we 
were disappointed that we 
did not get any response or 
contact, one way or the 
other, from some members 
or parents about booking 
coach seats. The trip has cost 
the club a lot of money.  The 
information would have 
allowed us to cancel the 
event if we had known in 
time.

REVISION OF MEMBER 
DETAILS 

We will be revising all the 
Member Detail sheets we have 
in our record files because we 
are aware that some details are 
out of date.  We also would like 
to have email addresses for 
EVERYONE so that we can 
send out information quickly to 
parents/members as necessary.  
We will be asking for this 
information at the beginning of 
the new term. 

PANTOMIME 2013 – 
FEBRUARY HALF-TERM 
WEEK  16th to 24th  (7 
performances)

We are reading scripts at the 
moment and can really only 
choose a suitable pantomime if 
we know who is likely to want 
to be in the Cast.  We know that 
nearly all the Cast of Cinderella 
(2012) want to be in the next 
panto but we do need some more 
people.  We have mentioned 
below the rehearsal dates so that 
you can see the commitment 
required.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity and experience for 
all youngsters and not at theatre 
school prices!  This will be 
SAYF’s 39th pantomime  and we 
would like new members, 
especially boys to join this cast.  

The Flower of the month 
was won by Marlene Bishop, 
and the raffle was drawn, but 
all the prizes were won by a 
group sitting together who 
were also members of the 
Flower Club, and won all the 
flower arrangements!  
Please note the date for the 
August meeting which will 
be the Garden Party on 
Thursday, August 30th, while 
there will not be an 
afternoon meeting in 
September. Instead there will 
be the Open Evening on 
September 13th, 7 for 7.30. 
The meeting enede with the 
singing of Jerusalem! 

The Essex Police 
Choir

at St. Andrew's 
Church

Perhaps we all turned up in 
the hope of seeing the Rector 
in a policeman's helmet but it 
was not to be – not this time 
anyway! But he did line up 

with the Essex Police Choir so 
it's a start. 

We were, nevertheless, 
entertained to a most enjoyable 
evening listening to a wide 
selection of popular songs and 
music by the Essex Police Choir. 
The evening of Saturday the 14th

July saw a very full church with 
a talented choir under the 
direction of Norman Eastbrook, 
the Musical Director. 

Music was provided by Doreen 
Potter on the piano who, 
halfway through the evening 
showed another side of her skills 
with two very funny Joyce 
Grenfell style recitations. 

Fiona Whittaker was the special 
guest soloist and it was a delight 
to hear her clear voice soaring 
through the church when she 
took the stage.  

It would be difficult to pick out 
any one item for mention as the 
evening's entertainment was well 
balanced throughout in the 
selection of pieces performed. 
Quite genuinely, there really was 
something for every musical 
taste whether you were 
highbrow, lowbrow or 
somewhere in the middle.  



Sandon WI
July meeting. 

As the President was unable 
to come, Angela Harvey 
took the meeting and 
welcomed members and the 
Speaker, Susan Horne and 
told us that there would be a 
fire drill soon and we all had 
to evacuate the hall as 
quickly as possible. In the 
excitement we forgot to sing 
Jerusalem, but all got out of 
the hall in under two 
minutes! Thelma Cox was 
thanked for the flowers on 
the top table. 
The Speaker Susan Horne 
then demonstrated “Flowers 
from a supermarket bunch” 
which included several from 
her garden. She used fairly 
ordinary containers, but 
produced some lovely 
arrangements, which were 
later raffled, and she was 
thanked by Celia Kerslake. 
Angela then said she would 
be selling tickets for the 
Garden Party on August 30th

during the tea break, and 
after tea we were reminded 
about the garden party to be 
held at the Village Hall.. 
hopefully outside, but if wet 

( or too hot!!) Inside,and 
members were asked to bring a 
garden chair and a decorated hat. 
There is some uncertainty about 
the Open Evening on 13th

September which will replace 
the usual afternoon meeting, but 
members were asked to offer to 
make a dessert. The 
entertainment will be Ray and 
Rita leading the singing of songs 
we all know. There are still 
several places available on the 
outing to Cambridge on 
November 15th, but Susan Wells 
would like the money at the next 
meeting, while most members 
wished to go to Southend on 17th

November by minibus rather 
than drive there. 
For our birthday next May 
members were asked if they 
would like to go to a restaurant 
for lunch, and this was popular, 
so the Committee will make 
further enquiries. The 
competition for the Mildmay 
group meeting next April will be 
knitted hats for premature 
babies, and patterns were 
available.  Susan Wells offered 
to bring some wool to the 
Garden Party. 
There were order forms for the 
new WI Quiz “Deserts  and 
desserts” and the 2013 diary, 
also information in the WI News 
about a competition for the 100th

anniversary of the WI. 

There will be plenty of fun.  
Extra parental help will be 
needed on technical/stage as 
some helpers in our team 
have retired.  Non-SAYF
members could be 
considered but would have to 
have temporary membership 
for insurance purposes. 
AUDITIONS – SUNDAY 
7th October 3pm (FULL 
DETAILS in 
SEPTEMBER) 

REHEARSALS ARE 
EVERY SUNDAY 

AFTERNOON FROM 
THEN ON. 

Very best wishes from 
Julie, Eileen, Debbi, Alex, 
Hayden, Bradley, Vivian, 
Jenni,  

Evelyn, Peter (222682) 
 

 

from the History 
teacher’s desk… 

“than Joan of Ark met 
her death, she was 
burned as a steak” 

 

HARVEST
SUPPER 2012 

Sandon Village Hall 
Saturday 29th September 

07:00 for 07:30 pm 
Tickets: £7.00 Adults £4.00 

Children
Supper and entertainment 

Bring your own drinks 

Contacts: 
Janet Terry  

01245 472997 
Christine Mennie 

01245 281305 
David Farrar   
01245 471484 

from the Geography 
teacher’s desk… 
“ the closet town to 

France is Dover. You can 
get to France on a train 

or a fairy” 


