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Terry becomes
Rector of Sandon
On Tuesday 9th May I became the
Rector of St. Andrews Sandon. I
came here in July 2013 as your
Priest in Charge and have been
asked by the Bishop and our
Patron at Queens’ College
Cambridge to take the position as
your Rector. There is really no
difference in my work here but
makes the position permanent.
I am writing this article 2 days
after the service held in church
when the Bishop of Bradwell
together with Archdeacon of
Chelmsford came to institute and
induct me as your Rector. The
church was full with so many
people who have a connection
with our church.
One of the lovely things is that at
this special service I have the
privilege to chose the hymns and
reading. I want to share with you
what I chose and the reasons for
my choice.
My opening hymn was ‘I the Lord
of sea and sky’. This is a fairly
modern hymn which has the
wonderful chorus, ‘Here I am,
Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard
you calling in the night. I will go,
Lord if you lead me, I will hold
your people in my heart.’
The reason this is important to me
is that I was a secondary School
teacher of Religious Studies for
many years and felt the call to the
ordained ministry many years
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ago. I went to a Bishops’ selection
conference and was told that I
was doing a wonderful job
teaching Religious Studies and
this is where the selection board
felt I had my calling. I was
devastated and it took me a long
time to get over this rejection.
Years later, 2 years after my first
wife died, I felt God calling me
again, to put myself forward to be
ordained. Knowing what
happened last time I was worried
that it would be the same decision
again. This time I was selected for
training while I was teaching.
When I look back on the years
2004 to 2006 I wonder how on
earth I managed to be ordained. I
was a single parent with my
daughter Petrina still at school
and my son at University, running
the house, cooking and cleaning
with a full time job as Assistant
Headteacher. I was attending a
weekly tutorial with my tutor,
writing essays, attending summer
schools in Norfolk and at the
same time engaged to Caroline.
God certainly puts you to the test.
I believe I have answered the call
of God.
Back to the service: after the first
hymn I was presented to the
Bishop by the Revd Dr Jonathan
Holmes representing the Patron,
Queens’ College Cambridge to be
instituted and inducted. Jonathan
Holmes interviewed me in 2013 to

become Priest in Charge of
Sandon.
My choice of a Bible reading was
Luke chapter 10. The reason for
this choice is that it talks about
Jesus sending out his disciples in
twos to proclaim the gospel.
Having been in Sandon for nearly
4 years I believe that we as a
church are going out into our
parish and not just expecting
people to come to church. It was
interesting that the Archdeacon
took this up when she preached.
She was delighted that our
Ladies’ and Men’s breakfasts are
held in Butts Green garden centre
and that the reception after the
service on Tuesday was to be in
the Crown. We have for many
years visited the Chelmsford
Nursing Home once a month to
take communion, and since 2013
I have been a governor of Sandon
School and regularly visit the
school taking assemblies. Last
year we were asked to visit
Greenacre, a centre to help adults
with learning difficulties, where we
now visit as often as possible.
Next in the service I had to take
some legal oaths and signing of
documents. My second hymn was
also a modern hymn and again it
was the chorus that means so
much to me. It begins with the
words, ‘Let us build a house
where love can dwell’ and the
chorus is, ‘All are welcome, all are
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welcome, All are welcome in this
place.’
I am so delighted that St.
Andrews church is open every
day from early morning to dusk. I
have met so many people who
come and sit in church just for the
quiet and, as one person recently
told me, it is here they can
receive a blessing to go on with
their life. It was like having God’s
hands welcoming them and
upholding them.
My final hymn was an old
favourite, ‘Great is thy
faithfulness, O God my Father.’ I
chose this hymn not just for
myself but for all the people of our
parish who are so faithful to God.
For the way they attend services
regularly, or those who care for
our church building and
graveyard, for those who regularly
say their prayers in church and at
home, for those who read their
bibles and for those who attend
our study groups, for those who
visit our churchyard and take care
of the graves of their loved ones.
For those who help us in our
fundraising in our various events
throughout the year. Thank you to
all our faithful people here in
Sandon.
Don’t forget that we have our
annual fete coming up on
Saturday 8th July in the
churchyard when I hope to see
you and don’t forget to say, ‘Good
afternoon Rector!’

Church Fete
Saturday 8th July
12 noon - 3:30pm
You are invited
on Saturday 8th July
in St. Andrew’s Churchyard
The emphasis is on “Fun“, so
try your hand (and paw) at a
wide selection of class
categories.
Register from 1:30pm then
enjoy the BBQ, Beer Tent and
sideshows. Judging begins
2.30pm
Don’t own a dog? Come along
& cheer for your favourite!
Classes are as follows:
1.
Most Handsome Dog
(any breed)
2.
Prettiest Bitch (any breed)
3.
Most Appealing Eyes
4.
Cutest Canine (under 24
months old)
5.
Best 6 legs Dog and
owner
6.
Best Veteran (8+ years)
7.
Waggiest Tail
8.
Most Appealing Expression
9.
Dog/Handler Look-Alike
10. Best In Show – The
Judge’s Favourite!
11. Best Junior Handler
12. Dog Judge Would Most
Like To Take Home
All classes £1.00. Register at
the event on the day. Rosettes
for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places
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All the Fun of the
Fayre – Grand
Raffle at 3pm
st
1 Prize £100.00 cash,
2nd Prize Meal for two
3rd Prize Hamper,
plus many more prizes.
Krazy Kitchen – Coconut Shia
Face Painting - Plants
Homemade
Cakes & Jams
Tombola –
water/wine
Arena Event – Dog Show
Children’s Games
Refreshments; Cream Teas,
BBQ, Beer & Wine – Ice
cream
In Church; Art Exhibition
We do hope you will come and
join us
Please bring your friends
If you are able to help on a
stall please ring Terry on
01245 698988

WI Meetings
February 2017
On a cold miserable February day
our speakers were two very
enthusiastic practitioners from the
Inspired Health Chiropractic
practice in Writtle. Alex told us
how she and Matthew treat spinal
problems caused mainly by our
bad habits. Matthew had a model
of a spine to demonstrate how the
bones reacted to different
movements. We all answered
questions about posture, sleeping
positions and exercise correctly
even though we may not all carry
them out in our daily lives. It was
a very interesting and pleasant
afternoon and we learned a great
deal.
Members are now hopefully
preparing items for Sandon’s
spring show as well as knitting
squares for the Mildmay group
competition. We are all looking
forward to our outing to Kew
gardens in July and members
were also told of the visit to
Alexandra Palace for the WI Fair
in March with Little Baddow WI
and the 100th birthday
celebrations of Boreham WI in
May. The Denman bursary was
also drawn.
March
Sadly our booked speaker for
March was unable to attend, but
luckily for us Maggie Harling
stepped in at the last moment.
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What a fascinating afternoon. She
is a textile and mixed media artist
and she showed us the wonderful
pictures, sculpting and models
she makes from paper pulp,
tissue paper, paint and
embroidery. She never throws
anything away. A very talented
lady and she even encouraged
two of our members to have a go.
We look forward to seeing the
finished items.
April
Our April meeting was the
biannual spring show. There were
a good number of exhibits in
floral, cooking and craft classes.
The Denman Loaf class was the
most popular and even though all
members were given the same
recipe the results were quite
varied. The Sandon members
were the judges and we
particularly enjoyed trying the
marmalade and Denman loaf but
would have liked to try the
delicious cup cakes as well. The
floral vase was shared by four
ladies, the cookery bowl by two
ladies and the craft paper weight
by just one member. The overall
winner was Pat Farrell who was
awarded the glass bell. There
were no prizes for the table quiz
as everyone, with a little help from
their friends, got all the answers
right.
Members were asked to read the
WI life about the two resolutions,

Alleviating loneliness and Plastic
soup, which will be discussed and
voted on next month and we will
be having a light lunch before the
meeting.
We are starting to arrange
activities for 2018 when Sandon
WI will be 100years old in June
and a special lunch was
suggested and agreed. We are
continuing to knit and sew
squares for blankets to donate to
the Salvation Army so members
were reminded that Craft and
Chat and Patchwork meets on the
3rd Thursday each month in St
Andrews room.
Our craft and chat and patchwork
groups have combined and will
now meet each month at 2pm on
the third Thursday in St Andrews
room and our main meeting is the
second Thursday of each month
at the same time, but in the
village hall.
Come and join us there’s plenty to
do as well as a nice cup of tea
and delicious cakes. You will be
very welcome.
Dorothy Gray

Thank You
Tiny Tots Toddler Group would
like to express their enormous
thanks to the Sandon Garden and
Allotment Association for their
recent donation to the group of
£400. Part of the donation has
already been spent on a babyPage 7

Parish Church of
St John Baptist,
Danbury
Summer Fayre
Saturday 24 th June
11am—2.30pm
Various Stalls
Refreshments

changing unit (as mentioned in
the prev. mag.). This has already
been installed in the St Andrew’s
Room toilet at church and is
already in regular use we are
proud to say! With the remaining
amount we have several options
to consider; more small chairs for
the children or another table for
the children to use. Watch this
space!
Once again we would like to
thank the Association for their
generous donation.
Alison Read,
Tiny Tots Toddler Group

Thanksgiving Service 30th April
Terry devised an exceptional
Service to celebrate the
completion of the retiling of four of
our church roofs.
The choir was superb with the
Maldon Choral Society singing an
introit: Gloria in Excelcis by
Vivaldi followed later by Quoniam
ti solus sanctus and Cum Sancto
Spiritu also by Vivaldi.
The Mayor of Chelmsford was in
attendance presenting awards to
the following for their part in either
generating finances, obtaining
grants, providing alternative
rooms for us during the contract
period, or actually involved in the
retiling in situ.
Those presented with awards
were as follows:
David Ferguson: Church Architect
John Cater: Roofing Contractor
Director
Russell Hughes: Roofer
Jamie Baker: Roofer
Richard Church: Roofer
Robin Godden: Lead Engineer
David Bloxham: Site Manager
Sandon School
Karen Bailey: Business Manager:
Sandon School
Anna Cosby: Grant Applications
Leader
Judy Cecil: Church Warden and
Day to Day Project Leader
David Farrar: Church Warden &
Secretary of the ‘Friends’
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Darren Chaplin: ‘Friends’
Committee Treasurer
Andy Hilton: ‘Friends’ Committee
Member and Church Fabric
Repairer
Rev. Terry Brown: ‘Friends’
Committee Member and Project
Co-ordinator.
The Revd Ivor Moody, Vice Dean
of Chelmsford Cathedral gave the
address and Gillian Ward-Russell
with Ron Woods gave brilliant
support to the choirs on the
organ.

Sunday 6th August
3pm – 5pm
On the Village Green

Overall therefore the 55 minute
Service was packed with activity
and finished with bucks fizz and
cake in the pews!
This event was the fruition of
about three years of hard work by
many people who raised, by
various means, enough money to
pay for the new roofs, totalling

Christenings or
Weddings
St. Andrews Church
Sandon
Contact
Revd. Terry Brown
on 01245 698988
or
email tgabrown@hotmail.com
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Come at 3pm for a free cup of
tea and a slice of cake
At 4pm we will be joined by the
Salvation Army band to sing
those favourite hymns
Our speaker this year is the
Bishop of Bradwell
Please bring a fold up chair or
blanket to sit on
nearly £70,000. For this we are
indebted to various grants and
especially the Listed Places of
Worship Fund, The Friends of
Sandon Church and of course
your PCC Funds. David Farrar
Retiring Churchwarden
Some images of the event are on
the back page of this magazine.

Voting Matters

ability to hold our leaders to
account diminished.
So please vote. It is a right and a
privilege that we should not take
for granted. And encourage
others to vote, especially young
people who do increasingly seem
to feel alienated from politics. And
do it with pride. It is our chance to
have our say in our future. As
someone once said: democracy is
the absolute worst system of
government that has ever been
devised. Except, that is, for all the
others.
May 2017

By Stephen Cottrell,
Bishop of Chelmsford
When I say things people agree
with, they tell me how good it is
that the church is taking a stand.
When I say things they disagree
with, I am told the church
shouldn't meddle in politics.
Well, everyone and anyone is
telling you what you should or
shouldn’t think at the moment. Its
election time. We had local
elections last week and a General
Election next month. And it is very
easy to get weary or cynical about
all the electioneering. Therefore, I
hope you will be relieved to hear
that I am not proposing to sound
forth on any great issues of the
day.
But I do want to say this: vote.
Don’t be cynical. Don’t be weary.
Make your voice count. Even if
you find yourself in a constituency
where you think the result is a
foregone conclusion, it is still
important to go out and vote.
Good government also requires
good opposition, and the public
life of a nation is strengthened
when we can see clearly that
everyone has expressed their
view in the ballot box.
Last year, the day after the Brexit
vote, I was in a cafe queueing up
to order a cup of coffee and in
front of me in the queue were five
young people. They were all
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talking about the vote to leave
Europe and its historic
consequences. They were all, as
it happened, deeply concerned
about this. One said to the others:
did you vote? And one by one
they all confessed they hadn't.
This seems to me to be a tragedy.
I don't mean the vote would have
been different if everyone had
turned out – we simply can't know
how those who didn’t vote would
have voted. But that's the point. If
you don't vote you leave others to
decide for you. Then our
democracy is weakened and our

Saturday 12 th August
Ladies Breakfast
Revd Faye Bailey Curate at The
Ascension Church in Chelmsford
Butts Green Garden Centre
@ 8.30am
Only £7.50
All are welcome. Book your
place by ringing Janet on 01245
472997 or signing the booking
sheet at the back of the service.
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Our Page Answer: all of them are saints listed
in the Penguin Dictionary of Saints – honestly.

Saturday 15 th July
8:30 am – 10 am
Men’s Breakfast
Butts Green Garden Centre.
Only £7.50
Our speaker is Revd. Canon
Andy Griffiths
Book your place by ringing
Dennis on 01245 472997 or
signing the booking sheet at one
of the services.

Water
I am going to tell you about water.
Water? I can hear you sayingthat’s not very exciting! Well to us
it doesn’t seem exciting because
we know that when we turn on the
tap clean water will come out. But
it’s not like that for everyone in
the world.
In the UK every person uses
approximately 150 litres of water
every day. Did you know that only
4% of drinkable water is actually
drunk? Or that nearly a third of
the water used in your home is
literally flushed down the toiletwhat a waste! You can help by
turning off the tap when you brush
your teeth- a running tap wastes 6
litres of water a minute. Or have a
shower instead of a bath.
Around the world though, 663
million people are without safe
water (that’s 1 in 10 people) and
2.4 billion are without an
adequate toilet (that’s 1 in 3
people).
Around 315,000 children under
the age of five die every year from
diseases caused by dirty water.
That’s almost 900 children every
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day or one child every two
minutes.
Every minute a new-born baby
dies from infection caused by a
lack of safe water or an unclean
environment. Across the world
31% of schools do not have clean
water and 34% don’t have proper
toilets.
If everyone everywhere had clean
water, the number of deaths
caused by diarrhoea would be cut
by 34%.
I am sure you will feel as upset as
I did when I found out this
information. It doesn’t seem fair.
So what can we do? First of all try
and not waste water. Also there
are lots of charities you could
maybe give some of your pocket
money to, like me. These include
Water Aid,
and the
brilliant
news is
that the
church
has
chosen it
as one of
its
charities to support this year. I
was so excited when I found that
out! I hope I have shown you how
unfair the world is where some of
us can waste water and others
don’t have enough to live. Maybe
we can all do something to help.
Max Clubb from Sandon,
aged 8 years.

PCC Giving
At the January meeting the PCC
discussed how St Andrew’s would
distribute our charitable giving for
2017. A small group of the PCC
selected 9 possibilities and the
congregation were asked to vote
for their 4 preferences which we
will support through the year.
The results were as below:
Water Aid:
33
Samaritans:
32
Chess:
31
J's Hospice:
28
Little Havens:
24
Marsabit.:
19

CHARMS:
12
Medicin sans Frontieres:
7
Gideons:
2
The PCC will discuss these
results at its next meeting
Judy Cecil

Tea and Chat
Every Tuesday
10:15am – 11:30 am
in St. Andrews Room.
This is an opportunity where
people can pop in for a cup of
tea or coffee, chat, catch up on
local news and make new
friends.
Are you lonely?
Feeling blue?
Then 'Tea and Chat' is
Here for you

We are meeting on the Second
Saturday from 10am to noon
Everyone welcome
Come and enjoy some great
Community spirit as well as a
cup of tea
Dates are as follows
Saturday 10th June
Saturday 1st July
Saturday 12th August
Saturday 9th September
Saturday 7th October
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Every Tuesday
For an hour
There's tea and chat
And so much more
So come and join us
Have some fun
A welcome's here
For everyone

The New Rector
th

Tuesday 9 May was a day of
celebration. Terry Brown was a
priest in charge in the morning but
by 9pm he was the new rector of
St Andrew’s, Sandon.
Bishop John Instituted, and
Archdeacon Elizabeth Inducted
and installed Terry before a
packed church, of, I think, 128
people. Terry’s family, many
friends and many from the local
community came along to support
Terry and wish him well. Thanks
to Beryl Puffett for reading from
chapter 10 of St Luke’s gospel
and to the Archdeacon for her
thought provoking sermon about
Jesus sending out the 72
disciples to do His work,
achieving much, but ending with
the warning to Terry and to us to
be wary of boasting of results

rather than developing a
relationship with God and
knowing that our names are
written in heaven.
Local leaders from Sandon
school, Howe Green URC and
from the Parish council
welcomed Terry and looked
forward to continuing work
together. Members of the church
family presented water of
baptism, oil of healing, a bible, a
book of Common Worship and a
Chalice and ciborium to Terry –
signs of his continuing ministry in
Sandon.
A joyful time, with a sense of
God’s hand on the proceedings.
We do thank Bishop John and his
wife Gillian, Archdeacon
Elizabeth, Dr Jonathan Holmes,
Andy Griffiths and Christine
Horton for coming, and also the

many friends and supporters who
joined us.
Thank you too to Andrew Harding
who made many of us welcome in
The Crown after the service, for
drinks and refreshments.
We thank God for Terry and pray
for his continuing ministry with us.
Judy Cecil

Church Annual Meetings

on 10th April 2017
Vestry meeting: David Farrar
stood down and Judy Cecil and
Michael Puffett were elected as
churchwardens for the coming
year. Terry thanked David for his
work over the past year.

Annual parochial meeting: The
following reports were received:
Electoral Roll, Annual Church,
Rector’s, Financial, Fabric,
Deanery Synod, Chelmer Crouch

Flowers by Mary
• Beautiful Floral designs
• For home, office, weddings,

anniversaries, birthdays etc.
• Big or small occasions
• Traditional to contemporary
designs
• Affordable prices
• Free local delivery
01245 477926
07929 840631
marymathew@btinternet.com
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and Compass Churches,
Christians Together in Chelmsford
and reports from church
organisations.
Christine Mennie and David
Farrar were elected to the
Deanery Synod.
There were 5 vacancies on the
PCC, 2 for 1 year and 3 for 3
years. Five people stood. Valerie
Grimwood and Nick Bobeldijk
offered to serve for 1 year. Claire
Jefferies, Alison Read and Dennis
Terry will serve for 3 years.
Liz Bobeldijk was appointed as
Electoral Roll officer, Alison Read
as Child Safeguarding officer and
John Gruby as Vulnerable Adult
Safeguarding officer.
Please see the website:
www.sandon-church.info or the
printed reports on the welcome
table in Church for more detail.

The Claydon Clinic
Physiotherapy
Sports Injury Rehabilitation
Acupuncture
www.theclaydonclinic.com
Tel/fax 01245 401255
Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com
Old Southend Rd,
Howe Green CM2 7TB

St Andrew's, Sandon
www.sandon-church.info
Contributions or requests for the
next publication should be sent to
magazine@sandon-church.info or
Richard Cecil, Chestnut Cottage,
CM2 7RN by the 6th August for
editing and thence publication
prior to the next quarter,
September to November.

Howe Green
Saturday 3rd June 3pm
Strawberry and Cream Tea at
Howe Green URC (please note
change of date)
Saturday 10th June Eastern
Synod Big Day Out at Ipswich For
details contact Pam Knott
Sunday 18th June 4pm Traditional
Church Service at Howe Green
URC
Saturday 24th June 12 noon
Church Crawl (by car. The editor
thought it might be a walk. Silly
him!) starting at Howe Green
URC for starters, Sandon Parish
Church for Main course, Little
Baddow URC for Sweet and
Danbury URC for Cheese,
Biscuits and Coffee.
Sunday 16th July 4pm Cafe
Church at Howe Green URC
Sunday 20th August 4pm
Traditional Church Service at
Howe Green URC
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Sunday 16th July 4pm
at United Reform Church
Howe Green
All are welcome

For further information on any of
these please contact Pam Knott
on 01245 471691 or e-mail Rev
Mark Meatcher at
revd.meatcher@gmail.com

From the Registers
At their memorial services we
mourned the departure of :
Helen Mckay
20th February
Audrey Walter
4th May
We celebrated the marriages of:
Charles Richardson
and Emma Manley
3rd March
Matthew Leech
and Rebecca Tovey
2nd April
Alex Tucker
and Jamie Blanks
30th April

In Memoriam
Private Charles Fisher was killed
in action in a theatre of War
described as France and
Flanders on Thursday 7th June
1917 aged 28 serving with the
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)
formerly 26689 Essex Regiment.
He is buried at Voormezeele
enclosure No 3, which is not far
from Ypres. Charles was born in
1889 in Sandon where he
resided, enlisting at Chelmsford.
He was the son of David (himself
born in 1851) and Elizabeth
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Fisher (born in 1849), of 2,
Council Cottages, Sandon. The
1891 census shows father David
was a farm labourer, and the
family was living at Sandon Place.
There were four other children at
the time: Joshua, (1877) a farm
labourer, Alice, (1879) David
(1883) and Lily (1887). In 1901,
father David was a horseman and
the family now included Arthur
(1891), but Alice, David and Lily
were no longer living with the
family. In 1911 Charles, now a
postman, and Arthur, a gardener,
were living with their parents at
Woodhill Road, Sandon.

SANDON
COMMUNITY CHOIR
Come along and sing
All ages, All abilities
£5 per session,
pay as you go
We meet monthly
on the first Monday
7:30 to 9 pm
Sandon Church
Just turn up – you will be
made welcome
And have some fun

Church Services
June

St. Andrew's, Sandon

Thursday 1st

8:30 am

Sunday 4th

Pentecost
10:00 am Sung Eucharist
9:30 am
Holy Communion
8:30 am
CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury
Trinity Sunday
8:00 am
Holy Communion
10:00 am Family Service
9:30 am
Holy Communion
8:30 am
CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon
Trinity 1
10:00 am Sung Eucharist
9:30 am
Holy Communion
8:30 am
CCG Morning Prayer at Little Baddow
Trinity 2
10:00 am Sung Eucharist
9:30 am
Holy Communion
8:30 am
CCG Morning Prayer
at Woodham Ferrers

Tuesday 6th
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Tuesday 13th
Thursday 15th
Sunday 18th
th

Tuesday 20
Thursday 22nd
Sunday 25th
Tuesday 27th
Thursday 29th

CCG Morning Prayer
at Woodham Ferrers

July
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th

Trinity 3
10:00 am
9:30 am
Trinity 4
8:00 am
10:00 am

Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service with Bishop of Marsabit,
Rt Rev Daniel Qampicha

Family Service Sunday 9th July at 10am
We have a visit from the new Bishop of
Marsabit Daniel Qampicha.
Come and hear news from Kenya about the
country and the church.
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Tuesday 11th
Thursday 13th

9:30 am
8:30 am

Sunday 16th

Trinity 5
10:00 am
9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 6
10:00 am
9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 7
10:00 am

Tuesday 18th
Thursday 20th
Sunday 23rd
Tuesday 25th
Thursday 27th
Sunday 30th

Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer
at South Woodham Ferrers
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon
Sung Celtic Communion

August
Tuesday 1st
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 6th

Tuesday 8th
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Tuesday 15th
Thursday 17th
Sunday 20th
Tuesday 22nd
Thursday 24th
Sunday 27th
Tuesday 29th
Thursday 31st

9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 8
10:00 am
3:00 pm
9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 9
8:00 am
10:00 am
9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 10
10:00 am
9:30 am
8:30 am
Trinity 11
10:00 am
9:30 am
8:30 am

Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer at Little Baddow
Sung Eucharist
Tea on the Green with Bishop John
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer
at Woodham Ferrers
Holy Communion
Family Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
CCG Morning Prayer
at East Hanningfield
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Men’s Breakfast
The audience of 8 was a bit
meagre but we still enjoyed Mark
Meacher’s talk on 6th May about
his experiences visiting India. He
specifically told us about the
Santal Mission Hospital.

Apparently a Dr Kaleb Davies
started the hospital under a
banyan tree many years ago. The
hospital wards are basic and
separated by dusty paths. This is
where the local people are treated
independent of their religion,
caste or creed!
It is a 120 bed hospital, run by a
non-profit making organisation. It
treats many types of diseases but
has an A & E department and is
also where there are 2,000 births
per year (6 a day!!).

We need to remember that India’s
population is 1.2 billion! However
65 million of these are Christians,
a small percentage but a greater
number than the whole of the UK!
All hospital treatment has to be
paid for by the patients as there
no such thing as the NHS in India!
Mark told us about a typical very
poor family whose child had died
in hospital and, of course, they
still faced a substantial bill.
Such families may then be
tempted into selling another
asset, say a daughter, to child
trade slavers under these
circumstances! This is what does
go on!
Mark’s church the URC is now
setting up a charity fund to try to
support such families.
Terry thanked Mark for his talk
and we settled down to eat a
hearty breakfast - not so easy
bearing in mind the talk we had
just heard!
David Farrar

Bell ringing maintenance
When Mike Worboys and Neil
Arnold were carrying out
maintenance recently they
noticed there was a problem with
the tenor bell, (the heaviest bell).
A welded join had failed and there
was a danger that the clapper
support could fail and cause a
great deal of damage.
Mike and Neil decided they would
ask one of the businesses who

Thank you to Jovic for helping
out, especially to the skilled
welder who did the work for us.
Judy Cecil

Bu s Green
Garden Centre
& Café
Mayes Lane
CM2 7RW
Gifts - Plants - Food
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm
Tel: 01245 223524
for reservations

The beds are basic iron framed
with thin mattresses. The hospital
units also do over 3,000 lab
investigations per year and the A
& E get about 370 patients per
month.
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operate from Mayes Lane. They
spoke to Jovic Plant who were
able to re-weld some metal parts
together and sort out the problem.
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Helen Mckay
Helen Jessie Kidston was born on
2nd February 1916 in
Helensburgh. She was the first
child of Malcolm and Gladys. In
1919, with Helen and baby sister
Jean, they set off for a new life to farm in Kenya, 20 miles from
Nairobi. Helen's and Jean's early
education was from their mother
and a succession of governesses.
When Helen was 9 she travelled
back to England with her
grandparents and went to school
in London living with an Uncle
and Aunt. After a brief time in
Africa, Helen and Jean, aged 13
& 10 respectively, left Mombasa
by boat, UK bound. The lady who
was to look after them got terribly
sea-sick and never left her cabin.
Helen recalled she and Jean had
the run of the ship -they had a
ball. They arrived in Tilbury, and
went to Glasgow where they lived
with their Granny and went to
school. It was 6 years before they
were to see their parents again
and Helen and Jean became
really close.
At the start of War Helen joined
the WAAF. She began by
delivering supplies to Barrage
Balloon and anti-aircraft sites
around Glasgow. She then went
to Code and Cypher School, was
commissioned and in 1941, was
posted to RAF Lossiemouth. Her
father was stationed at nearby
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RAF Kinloss. He invited Helen to
a Christmas dance and there she
met a young NZ bomber pilot,
John Mckay, who was training on
new aircraft. John was expecting
to go to India.
Helen was twice mentioned in
Despatches but was restless and
applied for an overseas posting.
In October 1943, she reported for
duty in the Middle East, in
Alexandria.
To her surprise she was told "Your
boyfriend has been asking about
you". John had not gone to India
after all, but remained in
Palestine. He had known all of
Helen's movements after she left
Lossiemouth, but she did not
know any of his. On April 14th
1944 his flying log book records
them flying from Haifa to Jericho
and on to Jerusalem. He
proposed, mid-air, saying "If you
say no you can get out and walk
home". They were married 15
days later in Cairo Cathedral!
Helen did not do rush jobs, only
planned and thought through. But,
as Mckay was suddenly required
for a job elsewhere at short
notice, the planned September
marriage was brought forward.
Their 10 day honeymoon was in
the shadows of the Pyramids.
Helen left Egypt in March 1945,
her boat docked in Liverpool on
8th May - VE Day. She joined the
street celebrations in London and
never went to bed. John returned

from Italy in December and was
posted to the Air Ministry where
Helen was working. In March
1946 Helen was demobbed.
Pattie was born in February 1947.
In December John started his 3month end of war leave in his
country of origin, New Zealand. In
March 1948 John was posted to
RAF Butterworth, Penang,
Malaya. It was an unaccompanied
posting due to the Malayan
Emergency so David was born in
NZ, in October, that year. There
then followed a succession of
postings. Singapore, Lincolnshire,
High Wycombe, Montgomery,
Alabama and then Andrews AFB,
Washington DC, England in 1957,
HQ Transport Command,
Wiltshire, Yorkshire, Hampshire and then in 1962 Paris followed
by NATO Headquarters in 1963.
John and Helen moved to Howe
Green in 1967. In 24 years of
marriage they lived in 17 homes
and for the next 32 years, before
John died, just the one. Howe
Green was different and so was
exciting for Helen. A new way, a
life outside service life. A new
house, new furniture and new
friends.
Bridge, sewing, tapestry, bargain
hunting for antiques seemed to
dominate Helen's diary. With
Bridge she never stopped
learning. She loved it and her
favourite cushion had
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embroidered on it "If they don't
play bridge in heaven, I'm not
going". There are many Kneelers
in Sandon Church: those with a
small HM initialled somewhere on
them.. are Helen creations.
Meanwhile Pattie had given Helen
her first grandchild, Tamsin, the
first of 5. Helen somehow
managed to spend a lot of time
nurturing and helping her
grandchildren, particularly Pattie's
children as she and David had
moved to nearby Stock. In 1994
Helen and John celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary
which was saddened by the
death. a few months earlier, of
Jean. Helen’s adored sister.
John died in 1998. In 2000 Helen
moved to Halstead.
The arrival of Isobel in February
2000, her first great-grandchild.
was a real joy but Pattie was
struggling with cancer and when
she died in August 2001 it
knocked the stuffing completely
out of Helen. Some joy left Helen
after Patties' death not to return.
12 more GREAT grandchildren
were born, all of whom excited
her, even if identification of them
often proved a problem. Helen
died peacefully in hospital after all
her grandchildren had visited her
and she was satisfied she could
stop the fight.
Service
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Farming Today
A decade ago we were in
Cumbria for a family celebration.
The area had been inflicted with
Foot and Mouth disease, and
thousands of animals had been
slaughtered as a means of trying
to contain the spread of the
disease. The countryside was
completely desolate, and we
were overwhelmed with the
sadness and depression of all
those involved. The farmers were
broken hearted. There was not
an animal to be seen - nobody
seemed to have escaped. One
young cousin of mine got up at
3.00 am in order to feed her
calves so that they should not be
shot on an empty stomach!
We have just revisited the area.
Farmers have restocked, and the
fields and fells were alive with
ewes and lambs. There were
many herds of cattle recently
turned out to grass having been
in all the winter, which were a joy
to see. The farms were well
farmed with superb grassland
and the hedges were well
maintained. At one cattle burial
site a wood had been planted.
The roadside verges were in
places a mass of daffodils in full
bloom. Just lovely. People were
buoyant, and everyone looked
happy again.
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We visited a relation to be shown
his superb herd of pedigree
Ayrshire cows. These are a dual
purpose animal with good
confirmation and ability to
produce a lot of good quality milk.
Remembering my stock judging
days, these were all quality
animals and a great credit to my
relation.
Back to Essex, we are desperate
for rain. The average rainfall in
this area should be 22 - 23
inches, but since last June we
have had just 8 inches. All the
crops are suffering. Winter barley
is already coming into ear, which
is much earlier than expected,
and all crop yields will be
significantly reduced. Grassland
is not bulking up so the amount
that can be cut for storage for
next winter will also be severely
reduced.

contact. This can cause the
premature birth of any foetus.
Some of the sheep have already
been suffering from fly strike,
which is when flies lay their eggs
on the sheep, hatch into larvae,
which then feed on the flesh of
the sheep. To combat this the
sheep are soon to be sheared,
which is much earlier than usual.
Life is NEVER dull.
Gillian Speakman

St Andrew’s Room
Easter morning 2017
Enthusiastic Evangelist: Have you
heard the news? Have you
heard the news?
Deaf man: What?
EE (louder and more
enthused): Haven’t you
heard the news? Have you
heard the news?

All the ewes have now lambed,
and some of the early lambs are
fit for marketing. Lambing was
quite a challenge this year. Our
shepherdess had herself become
pregnant and so was not
available to go anywhere near
the pregnant ewes. There is
always a risk that some ewes
could have been carrying
enzootic disease which can be
transferred to humans in close
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DM: I didn't put the radio on this
morning.
EE: They crucified him on Friday
and put him in the tomb and
when they went there this
morning he wasn't there.
DM What?
EE (louder): They crucified him
on Friday and they put him
in the tomb and when they
went there this morning he
wasn't there.
DM: W here is the tomb? Where
did this happen then?
EE: In Jerusalem
DM: What? When did it happen
then?
EE: About 2000 years ago.
DM: Ooooohhhhhh! You're
having me on.
EE: It's true it happened to
Jesus.
DM: Doooohhh! I know what
you're talking about now.
(Laughter)

Visit to St Andrew’s
Church, Holborn
My husband, Ian, and I decided to
spend a few days in London
recently to unwind. A strange
choice of City to ‘unwind’ in but it
suited us. We love to visit London,
steeped in history and to find out
all manner of different and
interesting information.
During our visit this time, Ian
suggested that we visit some
churches. I asked if there was a
St Andrew’s Church in London
and indeed there was, not too far
from where we were staying.
We entered the church and were
greeted by a beautiful stained
glass window. The vicar was
finishing chairing a small meeting
group, called Oasis. ‘Oasis Days’
are held every 2nd Tuesday of the
month and offer a regular Quiet
Day open to anyone who wishes
to take some time out to recharge
their spiritual batteries. They are
led by different speakers from a
broad range of Spiritual
backgrounds. Oasis Days have
been happening for 20 years in
churches around London.
Ian and I sat for awhile and had
some reflection time. When it was
appropriate we walked round and
spoke to a lovely lady who
although she did not worship at
the church was part of Oasis
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Group. We were invited to stay for
tea and chat and felt welcomed.
I explained that ‘our ‘St Andrew’s
Church is a small church in a
lovely village called Sandon in
Chelmsford and that I was
delighted to be visiting another St
Andrew’s Church, much, much
bigger than ours. Although the
church was lovely with beautiful
ceilings and designed by Sir
Christopher Wren, I decided that it
did not have the same feel as our
church. This church was quite big,
very light, benches not pews,
wide open spaces. I like our
church as it feels comfortable, like
home!

wanted lots of clear windows, to
let in plenty of light as God had
said: ‘Let there be light and there
was light’ Genesis 1:3
One of the most beautiful things I
saw there was a gorgeous carved
wooden statue of St Andrew,
perfectly lit. The statue of St
Andrew, who was a fisherman,
had beneath him a fishing net
with pieces of different coloured
wool attached. Next to the statue
stood a framed notice entitled ‘A
Prayer Net’.

When designing St Andrew’s
Holborn, Sir Christopher Wren
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The idea of
the Prayer
Net is for
people to
take a
piece of
wool and
attach it to
the net to
represent
the prayer
you have
made that
day. This
action is a
way of
asking the
church to
hold it in
love and
faith. When
you leave,
An embodiment at
this
Sandon
reminder of
what you have done will remain.
At regular intervals a prayer of
gathering for all the pieces
attached to the net will be made,
commending them all to the care
of God.
This was so lovely that I would
like to introduce it to ‘our’ St
Andrew’s Church, Sandon.
Please feel free to come in and
visit this lovely village church.
When there, if you wish, please
pick up a piece of wool and attach
it to the net.
Claire and Ian Jefferies

You and your teddy bears are
invited to our Annual Teddy

th

Saturday 17 June
Ladies Breakfast

Bear Picnic

Revd Susan Cooper
Priest in Charge from Purleigh.
For some time she lived
in New Zealand.
Butts Green Garden Centre
@ 8.30am
Only £7.50
All are welcome. Book your
place by ringing Janet on 01245
472997 or signing the booking
sheet at the back of the service.
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Sunday 26th June 3pm –
5pm July
In the church yard
There will be a beautiful picnic,
lots of games and a prize for the
person who brings the cutest
teddy bear with them!
Make sure you are there and
bring your friends and your
favourite teddy bear with you.

Tray-baked chicken

Sounds Strange

around the other ingredients.
Cook for another 5 minutes.

350g cauliflower florets
150g spinach
200g sliced feta cheese
2 thinly sliced garlic cloves
45g olives
2 tablespoons olive oil
8-10 chicken thigh fillets
1 tablespoon sumac (Sumac is a
tangy, lemony spice often used in
Mediterranean recipes. It is
available from supermarkets.)
250g cherry tomatoes.
Preheat oven to 240˚C. Put
cauliflower, cheese, garlic, olives
in a tray and toss with the oil to
combine. Rub the chicken with
half the sumac and place on top
of the vegetables. Sprinkle the
remaining sumac on top. Cook for
15 minutes until the chicken is
golden. Add the tomatoes and
spinach, pushing them down

There are still quite a few people
called Richard today but some
saints’ names sound very strange
to our modern ears - how many of
these names are saint’s names
and how many of them are
something else all together?
Answers on page 11.

This should feed 4 people; hope
you enjoy it.
Narelle Arnold

Kevin Willmott MIPTI
(IRMT & VTCT dips)

Experienced mobile massage
therapist with longstanding
Sandon and Danbury clientele.
Tel: 01206 331529
Mobile: 07792 221975
www.townandcountrymassage.co.uk

St Richard of Chichester
St Richard of Chichester, who
lived from 1197 to 1253, is patron
saint of the English county of
Sussex.
In 1244 Richard was elected
Bishop of Chichester but King
Henry III wanted someone else as
bishop and he ordered that no
one should feed or house
Richard. So Richard lived with a
friend who was a parish priest
and visited his entire diocese on
foot for two years until the king
relented.
Richard is widely remembered
today for the prayer he is
supposed to have said as he was
dying. The prayer was adapted for
the song ‘Day by Day’ in the
musical Godspell and it is in this
form that most people know it
today:
Day by day,
Dear Lord, of thee
three things I pray:
To see thee more clearly,
Love thee more dearly,
Follow thee more nearly,
Day by Day.

Page 32

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Wenceslas
Mesrop
Blaise
Porphyry
Waudru
Methodius
Attracta
Sebbi
Fiacre
Budoc

What do you call a man with a
map on his head?
Miles.
What do you
call a
woman with
a tortoise on
her head?
Shelley.
What do you
call a man
checking your homework?
Mark.
What do you call a Vicar on a
moped?
Rev.
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Sandon Parish Contacts

Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts
Priest-in-Charge

Revd. Terry Brown*
tgabrown@hotmail.com

698988

Church Wardens

Judy Cecil*
Michael Puffett*

224747
222066

PCC Secretary

Anna Cosby*

475680

PCC Treasurer

Nick Bobeldijk*

471756

Child Protection

Alison Read*

474858

Vulnerable Adults

John Gruby*

476440

Electoral Roll

Liz Bobeldijk

471756

Organist

Ron Woods

268304

Bell Ringing

Nick Tovey

472692

Tiny Tots

Alison Read*

474858

Magazine Editor

Richard Cecil

224747

as * above and Colin Bryan, David Farrar,
Valerie Grimwood, Claire Jefferies,
Christine Mennie, Dennis Terry and Janet Terry

Parochial Church
Council Members

Regular Activities
2nd Sundays of themonth
Other Sundays
Tuesdays

Fridays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Traditional)

10:00 am

Family Service

10:00 am

Parish Eucharist

9:30 am

Holy Communion

10:00 am

Tea/Coffee and Chat

7:45 pm

Bell Ringing Practice

1:00 pm

Tiny Tots (term time only)

7.30 pm

Choir Practice
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Howe Green URC
Rev Mark Meatcher
revd.meatcher@gmail.com
Pam Knott
471691
Essex County Councillor
Ian Grundy - re-elected on 4th May
01277 840737
Chelmsford City Councillors
Richard Ambor
222874
Bob Shepherd
b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk
223709
Ian Wright
iwright2000@yahoo.com
226289
Sandon Parish Council
Ron Bullus
r.bullus188@btinternet.com
473633
Cedric Calmeyer
cedhilcal@aol.com
478900
Martin Cross
Vice-Chair martinkcross@gmail.com
478910
Rosemary Hoare
rosemaryhoare@aol.com
473974
Dee Hyatt
Chair
dee.hyatt@virgin.net
697015
Richard Mbonye
globetech846@gmail.com
476800
Ted Munt
Clerk
parishclerk@sandon.info
477111
Sandon Village Hall
Julie Fisher
Chair
475976
Evelyn Ellis
Vice-Chair
222682
Ray Kerslake
Bookings
472386
Uniformed Organisations’ Leaders
Jean Blake
Group Scout
603155
Susan Little
Brownies
01621 840525
Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides
07939 047987
Janet Bernardes Beavers
476830
Steve Eatly
Cubs
07957 802898
Aimee Agombar Scouts
07549 206055
Women's Institute
Dorothy Gray
223609
Sandon Sports Club
Graham Lucas
283730
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